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“The future is disorder.  A door like this has cracked open five or six times since we got up on our hind legs.  It’s the best possible time to be alive, when almost everything you thought you knew is wrong.  

“The unpredictable and predetermined unfold together to make everything the way it is.  It’s how nature creates itself, on every scale, the snowflake and the snowstorm.”

-- Valentine Coverly, Arcadia

How exciting yet tenuous life becomes when reasonable beliefs prove false or our best laid travel plans shift unexpectedly due to an impending storm or missing luggage.  Living between the tensions of what has been known and new discoveries taxes one in mind, body, and spirit.  Either we break, or we create ways to hold fast and move forward.   

Human understanding of the world order has shifted dramatically given new information and perspectives from Ptolemy to Newton, Descartes, Einstein and Lorenz.   Is the world in which we live so overridden with unpredictable variables and impracticalities that no order exists?  Why do we seek to impose further order on our understanding of the world when chaos theory is the ultimate essence of order, creating concrete order out of the extremely erratic? 

Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia challenges us to explore these questions and view the world through the unique perspectives of the characters he has created.  What would our world be like today if the young Thomasina Coverly, a British lass of thirteen in the year 1809, had indeed discovered the basis of Chaos Theory, Fermat’s Last Theorem,  and the Laws of Thermodynamics? 

